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Hebrews
“Now, faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

                                                                                                           Hebrews 11:1

I Introduction

   The letter to the Hebrews was addressed to the Jewish Christians whom ever were in 
danger of relapsing back into the currently practiced or lived Judaism, 3:22; 13:9-14.

They had previously shown true faith and sincere love during these times, 6:10. When 
there were times of having to face persecution, they had helped others in similar 
situations, 10:32-34.

 Even though they had demonstrated courage in the past crisis, they were growing weary 
in their struggle with sin, and the pressures from the religious community, 12:4-12.

  It was the possible vilification (slander) by fellow Jews that gave rise to the attacks unto 
the weakness of Jesus Christ, and of His death on the cross.

 They were motionless in their faith and were also neglecting the growth benefits of the 
public worship and profession of their belief, 5:11-14; 10:25.

  It can not be denied that their former faith had retained a taunting attraction for them 
with the all-revered institutions, the Jerusalem Temple as its solemn rituals, and of course 
the security that they enjoyed under the Roman Laws as a religio licita (a permitted 
religion).

  The author decided to counter this temptation; he speaks “a word of exhortation”, 13:22, 
he then urges them to “hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering”, 10:23. 

He encourages them to look “to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the 

joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame”, 12:2; He will 

empower them to overcome their spiritual weariness and faintheartedness, 12:3.
  It would seem to point to a theme of this letter to the Hebrews as to true worship to God 
through the anointed High Priest from God Himself (Jesus Christ).

  BY THIS High Priest the Jewish sacrificial system of more atonement, is obsolete. It 
has been dismissed, but superseded. The sanctuary so familiar on this earth was and is but 

a shadow of the perfect sanctuary in heaven. It is through Jesus that God has opened up 

a way for His people to be given a Passage into His presence in to the heavenly 

sanctuary, the Kingdom of God.
  It is these members of the New Covenant community that are true heirs of the biblical 

prophecy, 8:6-43.

  After a profound prologue in Chapter 1 (1:1-4) the writer then speaks of the superiority 
of Jesus the person in Chapters 1 through Chapter 4 (1:1 – 4:13), and then he speaks of 

the work of Jesus in Chapters 4 through Chapter 10 (4:14 – 10:18). 
  What is the third section of this letter/epistle contains exhortations and admonitions, as 

in Chapters 10 through Chapters 13 (10:19 – 13:19), and then there is a postscript to or as 

a concluding benediction, 13:20-25.

  At first, the opening sentences contained no information about whom it was written to 
or of where they lived. The traditional title “To the Hebrews” was not originally part of 

the letter, but most likely it was added to it during the second century A.D. 

  There are some that suggest that the letter was written to a Jewish-Gentile group of 

Christian believers, then there are those who say it was sent to a group of Jews who had 

broken off with orthodox Judaism, but as to the idea of Jesus as the Messiah they were 

not yet convinced. Still, others think that it was addressed to Gentiles that were in danger 

of lapsing into falling away from the total belief system.
  Each of these pose problems. The most feasible suggestion is that the epistle of Hebrews 

was written to Jewish Christians in danger of returning back to Judaism, because the 

writer goes into great lengths to show as clear as possible, that the New Testament 

revelation is truly superior to that of the Old Testament. 

  In Addition, Chapters 6 and Chapter 10 contain a series of warnings that to fall away 
would be to re-crucify the Son of God over again, 6:6 and as to show disrespect to the 
blood of the covenant , 10:29.As the author of this epistle had written this to discourage 

those who have tasted of the goodness of the Lord not to turn back to their former 

belief/faith, 6:4-5.
  This epistle reflects a personal and heart felt relationship between the author and his 

readers; he had had to have lived among them, and had known them well enough o write 

as he did. He obviously could not or did not live among them all the time of this writing, 

but he definitely had hoped to be returning back to them in the soon future.

II. Authorship

   The author is in ways questionable and too many remains unknown. This writing and 

the writing of 1 John are the only two in the New Testament that omit an opening 

greeting that mention the writer’s name.
  Evidence from Scripture seem to make it most probably to be Apostle Paul who is the 

composer of this heart felt letter.

  The writer had been in bonds, 10:34, he wrote from Italy, 13:24, and his companion was 

Timothy, 13:23. Peter identifies Paul as the writer, 2 Peter 3:15-16. Who but Paul would 

say, “Pray for us- do this that I may be restored to you sooner”, 13:18-19.
In about 215 A.D., Clement of Alexandria suggested that Paul had wrote it in Hebrew for 

the Jews, and that Luke had translated it into Greek. In about 250 A.D., Origen of 

Alexandria had given his famous verdict on this, “Only God knows for certain who wrote 

Hebrews.”  Tertullian had said it to be Barnabas. 
  By the end of the fourth century, the western Church had then accepted it to be as a 

Pauline epistle and of a canonical (a canon). Though we do not truly know for sure who 

wrote it, we do certainly see that the Holy Spirit had guided the hands whom ever it was.

  There are more recent guesses that seem to be compelling against it being Pauline and 
have some sufficient weight. There have been suggestions as to have been by Priscilla 
and Aquila or that of Luther stated that it came from Apollos. 

  Most likely, Origen’s opinion remains valid as to it being the writings of Paul, the 

Apostle.
The information available for the dating of this letter is some what limited. Clement of 
Rome referred to it in 96A.D. therefore it must have been accomplished before that time. 
The fact that Timothy was still alive, 13:23 is another piece of dating.  Those whom it 
was written to were brought into the faith by those who had been personal disciples of the 
Lord some time earlier, 2:3. Also the writer has a large amount of space on the old 

system of the priesthood and of sacrifices, so it had to be before A.D. 70, since the 

Temple was still standing the Levitical priest were still functioning, 7:27; 8:3-

4:9; 13; 10:1-4, 11; 13:11). It would be strange for the writer not to have mentioned the 

destruction of the Temple and of Jerusalem. This makes the writing shortly before 

70 A.D. It can be argued that the writer is more concerned with the rituals themselves and 
not the building in which means they were carried out, but this is no matter this writing 
was done during the lifetime of second generation of believers, 2:3b, and after a 
considerable amount of time after their conversion, 5:12, and some time after their 
leaders have died, 13:7. 
  Opinions vary; some date it prior to 64 A.D., just prior to or during the Nero’s 
persecution (Neronian persecution), the 60’s, others suggest a date shortly before 70A.D., 
and still others chose for a date as late as 80 – 90A. D. 

  It would seem to be more relevant to be more appropriately to be in the 60’s.
III. Outline

  1. The Superiority of the Person of Christ

      A. Christ is Superior to the Prophets, 1:1-4

      B. Christ is Superior to the Angels, 1:5 – 2:18
           1. In His divine person, 1:5-14

           2. In His saving proclamation, 2:1-4

           3. In His delivering purpose, 2:5-18

      C. Christ is Superior to Moses, 3:1-6

      D. Christ is the Supreme Object of Faith, 3:7 – 4:16

           1. The catastrophe of unbelief, 3:7-19

           2. The consequences of unbelief, 4:1-10

           3. The cure of unbelief, 4:11-16

  2. The Superiority of the Priesthood of Christ, 5! – 10:39

      A. Christ is Superior in His Qualifications, 5:1-10

      B. Parenthetical Warnings; Don’t Degenerate from Christ, 5:11 – 6:20

